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Georgia Power at a glance

Largest of four Southern 

Company electric utilities

$7.2 billion in revenue

2.5 million 

customers

7,600 employees

13k miles of 

transmission lines

High customer satisfaction

15%
Rates below the 

national average

72k miles
of distribution lines

45% of customers

earning under $40k
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Georgia Power’s Regulatory Environment

Georgia Public Service 

Commission

Georgia Power

How we serve 

our customers

How we 

charge our 

customers

Georgia Power territory

Territorial Act of 1973



Integrated Resource Plan

10-Year 
Transmission 
Study

Demand Side Strategy:
- EE Programs
- Demand Response

Demand & Energy 
Forecasts

Integrated
Resource Plan 
Requirements

Adequate
Reserve 
Margin

Environmental 
Compliance 
Strategy

Unit Retirement
Studies

3-year Filing 
Requirement of 
a 20-year Plan

~180 Day Regulatory 
Review and Approval 

Process
Supply Side 
Strategy



Drivers of the Renewable Energy Market

Tax credits
• SOLAR 30% federal tax credit through 

2019
• Reduces to 26%, 22%, and 10% in 2020, 

2021, and 2022 respectively
• WIND federal production tax credit of 

2.3₵/kWh
• Reduces by 80%, 60%, and 40% in 2017, 

2018, and 2019 respectively

Technology & Efficiency Trends
• Installed cost of solar dramatic decrease
• Larger wind turbine design

National Policies
• 37 states with renewable portfolio 

standards or goals
• EPA’s Clean Power Plan (111(d)) 

Proposal

http://www.georgiapower.com/earthcents/green/home.cshtml
http://www.georgiapower.com/earthcents/green/home.cshtml
http://www.georgiapower.com/about-energy/energy-sources/solar/solar-resources.cshtml
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http://www.georgiapower.com/about-energy/energy-sources/solar/solar-projects/
http://www.georgiapower.com/about-energy/energy-sources/solar/solar-projects/
http://c1cleantechnicacom.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/files/2014/04/wind-turbines17.jpg
http://c1cleantechnicacom.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/files/2014/04/wind-turbines17.jpg


Source: November 2011, Database of State Incentives for Renewable Energy (DSIRE)

RPS standards vary by the requirement size, eligible resources, 
dates, technology tiers/multipliers, and other factors.

RPS  Mandates RPS Goals

29 states & Washington DC have 
Renewable Portfolio Standards 

8 states have Renewable Portfolio Goals

Renewable Portfolio Standards



Source: US Solar Market Insight – 2015 YIR

Annual U.S. Solar Installations,  2000 - 2015



Renewable Energy Growth





Simple Solar
Demonstration

Projects

Commercial

& Industrial
Self-Builds

Customer chooses 

50%
Or

100%
of monthly usage to be 

solar generated.

Customer pays 

additional

1¢ per kWh
Each month

Closed Ash Pond 

Solar 
up to

10 MW
at company facilities

High Wind Study

3 sites
throughout Georgia 

testing wind at 200m.

1200 MW
New Renewables

1050 MW
Utility Scale RFPs

>3 MW

100 MW
Distributed Generation RFP

≤3 MW

Renewable Energy Development Initiative (REDI)

Up to 

200 MW
Utility Scale

196 MW
Military-sited Solar

3 MW
Community Solar

1 MW
Highway Solar

50 MW
DG Customer Sited

≤3 MW

2016 IRP – Approved Renewables Additions



Georgia Power Current Programs

Simple Solar Customer can purchase 50% or 100% of their energy for an 

additional 1¢ per kWh each month. 

Rooftop Solar Georgia Power can evaluate your savings and install solar at 

your home or business

Renewable Non-

Renewable (RNR)

For commercial systems 100 kW or less, and residential systems 

10 kW or less, the customer offsets purchases and sells excess 

to GPC avoided cost (2016: 4.0¢/kWh)

Renewable Energy 

Development 

Initiative

• Customer sells 100% energy to Georgia Power at a fixed 

¢/kWh or lowest bid price 

• Distributed Generation < 3MW,  Utility Scale > 3MW

• Utility Scale 2014 average 8.5¢/kWh, 2015 average 6.5 

¢/kWh

Qualifying Facility 

(QF)

For systems greater than 100 kW, customers with large 

generators sell to GPC at real time avoided cost. Maximum

system size of 80 MW.

Energy Offset Only Customers that have solar installed and are not participating on a 

program, choosing only to offset purchases from Georgia Power

C&I Program Coming soon

Community Solar Coming soon



Simple Solar

 Renewable Energy Credit (REC) purchase program

 Customer elects to purchase Solar RECs for 50% or 

100% of monthly usage

 Customer pays additional 1¢ per kWh for RECs

50% 100%

of monthly usage
Solar RECs

per kWh

1¢

Select Pay Receive

or

Green energy solar program as simple as… 

1 2 3



Rooftop Solar

Since July 1, 2015

• Over 13,800 visitors have completed 

the solar web tool

• Almost 1,000 completed residential 

customer analyses and consultations

• Over 70 commercial customer 

analyses and consultations

“Is Solar Right for You?”

Web Tool

Solar Energy Expert

Full Rooftop Analysis



Customer contacts 

Georgia Power through 

Solar Hotline or 

GeorgiaPower.com/solar

Completion of web tool to 

submit information to 

Georgia Power Solar 

Experts

Residential Rooftop Solar Education Program

Solar Experts personalize, 

complete, and communicate 

rooftop solar analysis to the 

customer

Customer discusses other 
options, such as Energy 
Efficiency, to meet their 
needs

Customer requests site visit to move 
forward with potential installation

In-person 

evaluation

Financing Installation & 

Interconnection

Customer 

Service & 

Maintenance

Unregulated



Rooftop Solar Sample Analysis



Solar Power Free-Market Financing Act

• Signed into effect July 1, 2015

• Allows solar roof top leases to be based on the performance 

of system output

• Allows $0 upfront costs to customers

• Size limited to 125% of peak demand for Commercial and 

10 kW for Residential

• All energy must be used on premise or sold to utility



Fort Benning



Fort Gordon



Mercedes-Benz Falcons Stadium



Blue Canyon



Questions


